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under the invocation of the Mother of God. In this hermitage he spent
his time in praying and fasting. He had also his hours for manual labour,
which is a part of penance and necessary to shun idleness. His labour
consisted in making crosses, vials, censers, and sacred vestments; he like-
wise painted and copied good books. King Athelstan dying after a glorious
reign of sixteen years, the throne was filled by his brother Edmund, who
succeeded to the crown in 900. His palace of Chedder was but nine
miles from Glastonbury, to which church he often resorted with singular
devotion, and having been long acquainted with the sanctity of St Dunstan
he installed him the nineteenth abbot of that house from St Brithwald,
who was the first Englishman who had governed it two hundred and
seventy years before. King Edmund had reigned only six years and
a half when he was treacherously murdered, and buried at Glastonbury.
His sons Edwi and Edgar being too young to govern, his brother Edred
was called to the crown, who did nothing but by the advice of St Dunstan.
He ended his pious life in 955 and was succeeded by his nephew Edwi,
a most debauched and profligate youth who, on the very day he was
anointed king, left his nobles at the royal banquet to go to see his harlot
and impious flatterers. St Dunstan followed him and endeavoured by a
severe check to put him in mind of the duty which he owed to God and
men. In requital the tyrant banished him, persecuted all the monks in
his kingdom, and ruined all the abbeys which had escaped the devastation
of the Danes except Glastonbury and Abingdon.

St Dunstan spent one year in exile in Flanders and, according to
Osbern, at St Peter's at Ghent, where his vestment is still shown; but,
according to John of Glastonbury, at St Amand's; the tradition and
monuments of both places show that he divided the year betwixt them.
He filled all Flanders with the odour of his sanctity and the examples of
his virtues; but the Mercians and northern provinces shaking off the
yoke of the tyrant Edwi, placed the crown on Edgar, who immediately
recalled St Dunstan, made him his principal counsellor, and in 057 pre-
ferred him to the bishopric of Worcester, to which he was consecrated by
St Odo, Archbishop of Canterbury. The see of London becoming vacant
shortly after, he was compelled at the same time also to govern that diocese,
notwithstanding his opposition, the public disorders requiring so strenuous
a reformer of discipline and manners. King Edwi having reigned over
all England one year and over the southern part four years, ended a wicked
life by an unhappy death in 959, when Edgar became sole monarch of the
English nation, which he governed with the greatest courage, prudence,
and glory. In 961 St Dunstan was raised to the metropolitan see of
Canterbury, though he used every device possible to decline that dignity.
He was, moreover, appointed by the pope, John XII, legate of the holy
see. Being vested with this authority, he set himself about re-establishing